
GW Parents, 

 

The current forecast for the Midwest weather today is a good reminder to share the procedures for 

announcing closing and late openings that we may experience when weather events affect school time. 

Winter storms are not always predictable and it is not always easy to determine road conditions in 

advance of a storm. Therefore, the Great Valley School District notifies families in a number of ways 

should the school schedule need to be changed due to weather. As a reminder, below are listed some of 

the important tools we use to share school closing or late opening information with parents.  

 

We notify radio and TV stations. Listen for #855.  

 

Information can be found on: CBS-TV 3, WPVI-TV 6, NBC-TV 10, GVTV 14, FOX-TV 29 OR KWY-

1060 AM Radio  

Each of these radio and TV stations also list school closing information on their web site.  

 

Information can be found on the district web site at www.gvsd.org.   

 

SchoolMessenger is an automated phone and email notification system. The district uses 

SchoolMessenger to notify parents of school closings and/or late openings. These calls will be made 

between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m. SchoolMessenger will also be used to notify families of early closings during 

the school day.  

 

***If you receive a call from the automated service, please listen carefully to the message. Do not 

call school to verify the message. Previous uses of the system have resulted in a flood of calls to the 

office to “check” on the message or when seeing the school phone number on their caller ID, calling 

rather than listening to the message. The message will be updated if necessary.  

 

In addition to above measures, each General Wayne student has on file an “Early Dismissal Emergency 

Plan”. If school should close early due to weather or other emergency, teachers will review the individual 

plans with each student. We have these plans on file so that parents and students can feel comfortable that 

they have discussed a plan for the students arriving home early. If the weather should look threatening, 

please review the plan you submitted to school with your child the night before.  

 

Decisions to close school or open late due to weather are made carefully and notification is given to 

parents as early as possible. As an additional reminder, the school calendar this year does include snow 

days. Should the weather necessitate school closings additional school days will be added to the end of 

the year. Please know that any decision to close schools is made with your child’s safety in mind. 

Bonnie S. Citron 

Principal 

General Wayne Elementary 


